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I. LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1-15. (Cancelled) 



1 6. (Currently Amended) A ferromagnetic core having [[anl a Im aginary 
longitudinal centerline and comprising: 

a stack of individual flat laminations arranged parallel to th> centerline, 
wh e rein two of th e lam i nations bound the stack being bounded on two opposing sides bv 
a lamination having a flat outer face, the flat outer faces defining opposing sides of the 
core; 

each lamination comp rise s oppo s ite of the stack having opposing 
longitudinal edge s, the opposing longitudinal edges being tapered inwardly substantially 
along their length toward that ar e non - para l lo l to the centerlin e: and 

th9 bnqltMtilnrt edges Of adjacent ones of the laminations van.ino in height 
from the centerline and cooperating to form the core with a s ubstantia ll y hjstooonical 
shape between the p rofi le : and th e zon e s arc copnrnfod 4»y flat outer faces of the two 
laminations bounding the stack. 



17. (Currently Amended) The ferromagnetic core as :set forth in 
Claim 16 in which some of the laminations comprise tabs projecting outward from their 
longitudinal edges beyond the frustoconical profile shape . 



18. (Original) The ferromagnetic core as set forth in Claim 17 in which 
the opposite longitudinal edges of the two laminations bounding the stack comprise such 
tabs at their proximal ends. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The A ferromagnetic core having , 3 0 i maginary 
a longitudinal centeriine running from a proximal end to a distal end and comprising: 

a stack of individual flat laminations arranged parallel to th3 centeriine, 
wh erei n two of the l a m i nation s bound the stac k being bounded on two opposing sides by 
a lamination having a flat outer face, the flat outer faces defining opposing sides of the 
core; 

each lamination comprise s oppocito of the stack havira opposing 
longitudinal edges that fern define the core with a defin e d l ongitudinal profi le and 
circumferential zones that are separated by the flat outer faces of the two laminations 
bounding the stack, the opposing longitudinal edges of ea ch lamination birino tapered 
inward toward the centeriine along the length of the lamination from the proximal end tj> 
the distal end; and 

seme at least one of the laminations compri se including tat»s projecting 
outward from me* jte longitudinal edges beyond the defined l ongitudina l profil e 
circumferential zones, 

20. (Currently Amended) The ferromagnetic core as *et forth in 
Claim 19 wherein the tabs are included i n whfeh the opposite longitudinal odges of the 
two laminations bounding the stack comprioo ouch tabs at their proximal ends. 

21. (Currently Amended) The ferromagnetic core as :;et forth in 
Ctaim 20 ifl-whicfc fee opposite longitudina l e d ges wherein a plurality of the laminations 
comprise tabs in that contact wife the tabs of the two laminations bounding th« stack, 

22. (Currently Amended) The ferromagnetic core as s>et forth in 
Claim 21 in wh i ch the defi n ed longitudina l profi l e is describ e d by an imag i n ap/4rustum 19 
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wherein the circumferential zones define a frustnoconical shape t hat tapers re dially inward 
toward the distal end. 

23-32. (Cancelled) 
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